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IMMIGRATION

Pluses to ‘self-deportation’

RUBEN NAVARRETTE
Opinion

EDITORIALS

Exciting developments

P

UEBLO CITY Council appears wisely
on course to move forward with the
expansion of the Historic Arkansas
Riverwalk of Pueblo (HARP).
The council voted, 4-1, this week to reconsider an ordinance limiting how money
from the half-cent sales tax for economic
development is spent. The new rule allows
the city to expand its deﬁnition of qualiﬁed
uses for revenues from the half-cent tax.
The ordinance added tourism-related capital improvement projects that qualify for
state sales tax revenues under the Colorado
Regional Tourism Act, as well as the jobs
those projects create.
That opens the door for the Pueblo Urban Renewal Authority to seek out a $14.5
million loan from the city’s more than $40
million economic development account.
And the urban renewal board appeared to
be taking that to heart, opting on Tuesday
to hold off on pursuing a bank loan for the
work.
We couldn’t be more thrilled.
The funds would serve as start-up money
for the expansion of the Pueblo Convention Center. PURA officials twice this year
asked the city to loan them the money, but

both times the proposal was shot down.
Opponents cited a loss of interest dollars
that would otherwise be generated by the
existing sales tax fund.
Proponents, including this editorial
board, pointed out that the PURA board
had to get moving with the expansion in order to take advantage of dedicated state development funds. Urban renewal has hired
multiple designers, including a convention
center architect and a landscape architect,
to start drafting more detailed schematics
for the redevelopment.
In addition, a Houston-based company
called Avalon recently stepped forward
with a very preliminary proposal to invest
in and manage the Riverwalk, and to oversee the expansion. Avalon officials envision
a larger water park than planned by the
city, a hotel, an arena for minor-league
sports and an RV park, among other amenities.
All this sudden movement has us very excited. The Riverwalk and its expansion are
fundamentally important to the renaissance
of both Downtown and the community as
a whole. It’s time to move this necessary
project from discussion to development.

A call for ﬂight

I

T’S NOT yet entirely clear what would
be the result of air carrier SkyWest’s
decision to become an all-jet carrier.
But what is astoundingly clear is that
passenger air service needs to continue in
Pueblo.
SkyWest, operating as United Express,
took over the service this year, ﬂying between Pueblo Memorial Airport and Denver International Airport. Its 30-passenger
turboprop planes replaced the 19-seaters
ﬂown by previous provider Great Lakes
Airlines.
The cost of both smaller planes was supported by grants under the federal Essential Air Services ﬂight subsidy program.
But SkyWest’s decision to upgrade to alljet service, including 50-seaters here, comes
with a higher price tag. And there are a few
options on the table to meet that cost.
The ﬁrst includes working with SkyWest
to continue the Pueblo-to-Denver ﬂights

utilizing the 50-passenger jet. SkyWest
could ask local governments for subsidies
in the case that passenger loads don’t grow
enough to cover the extra costs of operating the larger, more-expensive jets.
The second involves working with other
airlines — say, perhaps, Great Lakes — to
possibly change the route of the ﬂights so
they connect with an airport other than
DIA. Airport Director Mark Lovin pointed to either Phoenix or Dallas as options,
while brieﬁng members of the Pueblo
Economic Development Corp. on the issue
Tuesday.
It’s time to rally for passenger air service.
We strongly encourage both our local businesses whose employees travel for work
and our leisure-traveling readers to book
their next ﬂight out of Pueblo Memorial.
When you get right down to it, every seat
ﬁlled is a seat closer to keeping essential
air service right here in our own backyard.

Cosby controversy

A

S THEY say in the theater world,
“The show must go on.”
Or so it would seem when it comes
to Bill Cosby’s upcoming Jan. 16 performance at Memorial Hall. Pueblo Live, the
entertainment company bringing Cosby
here, still listed the show on its web site
Wednesday.
Cosby has come under ﬁre recently as
a growing cadre of women came forward
with allegations of sexual assault. The
77-year-old funny man has seen his performances canceled and his affiliations with
institutions like Temple University, from
which he resigned as a trustee, fall away in
recent weeks.
But as of now, that’s not the story here.
Some area theater goers have claimed
they requested, and Pueblo Live has declined to provide, refunds on their tickets.
Our multiple calls to a Pueblo Live spokes-
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woman and director of ticketing were not
returned either Tuesday or Wednesday.
It’s true that there is a signiﬁcant investment in bringing a major production
like Mr. Cosby’s comedy tour to a venue
such as Memorial Hall. And under normal
circumstances, it’s totally understandable
that tickets would not be refunded, should
a holder change his or her mind or have an
unexpected conﬂict that prevented attendance.
But these aren’t exactly normal circumstances, are they?
We’re not passing judgment on the allegations, on Mr. Cosby’s culpability in the
face of those charges, or on Pueblo Live’s
decision to let the show continue. But we
do genuinely believe that a refund should
be offered to those theater patrons who do
not feel they can, in good conscious, attend
the performance.

By BRUCE TINSLEY

SAN DIEGO — As a Mexican-American journalist, I’m
often accused by immigration
restrictionists of “undermining the rule of law,” “supporting open borders” and being
“pro-amnesty.”
So let me throw them a
curve by putting in a good
word for the surprisingly controversial concept of
illegal immigrants deciding to
self-deport.
Speculation that Mitt Romney, a two-time GOP presidential candidate, might be getting
ready to get back into the
arena has reopened a debate
that Romney started in 2012
over whether the undocumented would “self-deport” if the
climate in the United States
were less hospitable.
Romney ultimately turned in
a disastrous showing with Latinos, getting only 27 percent of
their vote.
During a recent interview on
Univision, the nation’s largest
Spanish-language television
network, Romney was asked
by journalist Maria Elena
Salinas if he thought his bid
for the presidency had been
doomed by his support for
self-deportation.
Romney stood his ground.
“My view was, you’re not
going to have the government
deport tens of millions of
people,” he said. “Instead, let
people make their own choices. And those that decide that
they have better opportunities
elsewhere will decide to return
to their home country.”
Many Latinos detest Romney, and with good reason — his boneheaded and
self-serving remarks about
immigration. He promised, for
example, that if were elected
president, he would veto the
DREAM Act, a popular piece
of legislation with Latinos that
would have let undocumented
students stay in the country if
they went to college or joined
the military.
But Latinos can’t argue
with what Romney says about
human nature. People will go
where the jobs are, even if it
means turning their back on
the United States and going
home.

Contrary to what you hear
from right-wingers on talk
radio, immigrants don’t come
for handouts. They come to
ﬁll jobs. When the jobs leave,
often so will they.
Nor can Latinos argue with
Romney’s other point — that
it’s always better for people to
make their own choices rather
than let the government make
those decisions for them. The
Obama administration taught
them this lesson when it deported 2 million people, divided hundreds of thousands of
families, and callously dumped
thousands of U.S.-born children into foster care.
Guess what? People who
“self-deport” take their kids
with them so families are left
intact. Which way is more
humane?
Frankly, I was once skeptical
about the idea of self-deportation. I thought it was a fantasy — one shared by nativists
in the Republican Party and
union workers in the Democratic Party. I was convinced
that illegal immigrants would
never voluntarily leave the
United States, especially since
many of them go to so much
effort to get here.
That was before the U.S.
economy soured, the Mexican
economy rebounded and people started packing their bags.
According to a survey last
month by the International
Monetary Fund, the Mexican
economy has a growth forecast
of 2.4 percent this year and 3.5
percent in 2015. It is all because
of major reforms in the energy,
telecommunications and ﬁnancial sectors.
Many of those who decided
to stick it out on this side of
the border went from sending
money home to borrowing
money from home just to
survive. Once some of them
ﬁgured out that this reverse
dependence defeated the
whole purpose of migrating to
another country, they began to
leave.
Then there are those folks
who will never make the
journey in the ﬁrst place.
Today, net migration across
the U.S.-Mexico border is near
zero, and many folks have
opted to remain in Mexico
anchored by the same powerful force that drew others here
and may now lead them back
— opportunity.
There is nothing wrong with
that. In fact, there is a lot right
with it.
©The Washington Post Writers Group

TELL IT TO THE CHIEFTAIN
DIVISION II SEMIFINALS

Run with the Pack
The ﬁrst time I attended a
CSU-Pueblo football game
at the new Neta & Eddie DeRose ThunderBowl in 2008, I
thought, “Wow, this is the real
deal!”
We no longer have to drive
up north to see great college
football at a ﬁrst-class facility.
What a great opportunity for
Pueblo, and being an alumnus
of CSU-P (USC in my day) I
was proud to see this beautiful
stadium and recharged athletic
program.
As I watched the players run
out on the ﬁeld, I thought the
only thing missing was a live
mascot. Our program deserved
a mascot who could add to the
atmosphere and spirit of Pack
athletics. This was the idea
behind our beloved Tundra,
who attends not only football
games, but cheers on her Pack
at all the other sports as well.
Pueblo has an amazing
opportunity this Saturday
afternoon.
The ThunderWolves are
one of only four teams in the
nation who are playing for the

chance to travel to Kansas City
for the Division II national
championship game. We have
the chance to see history take
place right here at the ThunderBowl! We can support and
cheer on these student athletes
who have sacriﬁced so much
and worked so hard to achieve
their place as one of the best
teams in the country. They are
outstanding representatives of
our university and our city.
This is exciting stuff — our
own team ﬁghting for the
national championship. This
is the big time, and we need
to show the nation that we are
proud of how far this program
has come in a short time. So
take time out of your busy
holiday schedules and come
see some of the ﬁnest athletes
in the country.
Join Tundra and rock the
ThunderBowl!
Be loud, proud and go ThunderWolves!
Carol Rickman
Pueblo

WE WELCOME LETTERS
• By mail: Send to Letters to the Editor, Pueblo Chieftain, P.O. Box 36,
Pueblo, CO 81002.
• By e-mail: tellit@chieftain.com
All letters must not exceed 300 words and must include the author’s
full name, address and telephone number for authentication. No
anonymous letters will be published. The Pueblo Chieftain reserves
the right to edit letters to length, taste and clarity.

